
Sample Assessment 

Sheep Farm 
 

In comparing the overall welfare assessment of Sheep Farm 1 to Sheep Farm 2, I 
gauge Farm 2 as providing a higher level of overall welfare to the sheep. 
 
Farm 2 shows less aggressive interactions of pen mates at the feed bunk, as measured 
on a per hour basis. Farm 2 appears to come much closer to providing sufficient bunk 
space for the number of animals per pen. 
Farm 2 allows the ewes to lamb in a more natural, potentially lower stress situation. 
While Farm 1 may be trying to optimize the cleanliness for the lambing ewes, moving 
them to a separate facility close to lambing and being separated from the flock would 
undoubtedly prove stressful and could lead to mis-mothering – particularly in breeds not 
renowned for their mothering ability. Researchers focusing on sheep, such as Dwyer 
and Kent, would identify separation from the flock as a major stressor for sheep. 
 
Regarding neonatal interventions, Farm 2 again demonstrates a lead in welfare 
awareness. The lambs are castrated and tail-docked at 4 days of age versus 2 weeks of 
age. It is generally held that if docking and castration must be done in a given 
management system, younger is less stressful – provided that the animal has had at 
least 24 hrs to bond with its dam before these procedures are performed. The cortisol 
responses echo the expected stress response with Farm 1 having a cortisol response of 
173 nmol/L versus Farm 2's average response of 76 nmol/L. Post-intervention 
behaviors of foot stamps, restlessness and tail wagging provide further documentation 
that Farm 1's procedures have been more distressing to the young animals.  
 
One concern I must register regarding Farm 2 is the shortness of the demonstrated tail 
docking…normal U.S. guidelines would expect the rubber ring to be placed at the ends 
of the caudal folds…this example is decidedly shorter than that…excessively short tail 
docking – though in vogue in the show ring – has been linked to prolapses in ewes. 
 
According to most resources, minimizing lamb stress at weaning time is paramount. 
Once again, Farm 2 seems to better account for this. Lambs are slightly older and follow 
the FASS guide for weaning at 60 days. Perhaps more importantly, Farm 2 does not 
mix lambs with unfamiliar conspecifics, and they leave the lambs to reside in the same 
pen they are accustomed to. Again cortisol responses reflect that Farm 2 lambs are 
stressed by weaning – but to a lower extent than Farm 1 lambs. One concern I would 
have with both farms, is that ewes are moved out to pasture post-weaning. This is not 
considered an advisable practice in the interest of minimizing risk of mastitis post-
weaning. 
 
In conclusion, based on the evidence presented in this scenario, Farm 2 sheep 
demonstrate a higher level of welfare than do Farm 1 sheep. 


